S. Vijayalakshmi (translated by Thila Varghese)

Land

They are only intent on

seizing my land.

Those who come forward to reap the harvest
are not those who sowed the seeds.

Even when trying to fertilize

the land to enrich the soil,

they apply poisonous chemicals.

What else could those who care about
nothing other than the harvest do?

I am the land.

I water myself.

I have planted seedlings.

I turn my hands into machinery.

What should we name

those who harvest only the benefits?

I can remove the weeds from the field crop.
I can apply the weed killer.

I will choose the fertilizer.

Yet

for selecting which seeds to sow,

the officer’'s words and commands come into play.
It is on my land

that the profit’s mega farming occurs.

‘Land’ was previously published in Modern Poetry in Translation: Food Focus, Issue No. 3,
2022.
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